[Are preoperative examinations useful in the management of patients with renal hyperparathyroidism?].
To evaluate the efficiency of preoperative parathyroid ultrasonography and scintigraphy in the management of renal hyperparathyroidism. The charts of the last consecutive 200 patients who underwent surgery for renal hyperparathyroidism from 1998 to 2003 were retrospectively reviewed to collect data concerning parathyroid gland function, results of preoperative ultrasonography and scintigraphy, as well as modalities and results of surgical exploration. Ultrasonography and scintigraphy sensibilities were 36.4% and 49.3%, respectively. Efficiency of both examinations was improved when they were combined (sensibility of 64.7%) and in those patients managed for recurrent hyperparathyroidism. Were more often detected by preoperative examinations glands with high weight and/or greatest diameter, orthotopic and inferior glands as well as glands exhibiting nodular hyperplasia content upon pathological examination. Parathyroid ultrasonography and scintigraphy are of poor interest in the management of renal hyperparathyroidism. In a preoperative setting, they should be performed only in patients with recurrent disease.